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Timeline- Minnesota Broadband Development Policy

2008-2010

ω2008 - First broadband taskforce created (by statute)

ω2009 - First broadband map created (prior to federal mapping program)

ω2010 - Broadband goals established (10/5 by 2015)

2011-2014

ω2011 - Dayton Administration Broadband Task Force created (by executive order)

ω2013 - Office of Broadband Development created in law, placed at DEED

ω2014 - Border to Border Broadband Infrastructure Grant created in law; $20M appropriated

2015-2018

ω2015 - Additional funding for broadband grants: $10.58M

ω2016 - Broadband goals revised (25/3 by 2022; 100/20 by 2026); $35M appropriated for grant program

ω2017 - Border to Border program renewed; $20M appropriated

ω2018 - Bi-partisan support butno funding for grants appropriated in 2018

2019- 2022

ω2019 - Border to Border grant: $20M for FY20 and $20M for FY21; Telecommuter Forward!; Walz Admin. Task Force created

ω2020 - $20M from biennial appropriation; some local govts using CARES Act funding for broadband

ω2021 - Governor recommends $50M for broadband grants; Task Force recommends $120M for broadband grants for the biennium; Legislature approves $70M from 
ARPA CPF funds

ω2022 ςGovernor approves $95M for broadband grants for 61 projects; Legislature appropriates $25M in State Gen Rev funds for FY23 and FY24 and another 
$60.7M in ARPA CPF funds; Legislature creates Low Density Pilot and Line Extension programs
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MN Broadband Speed Goals

ÅBy 2022, all homes and businesses have access to 
broadband service of at least 25Mbps download and 3Mbps 
upload.

ÅBy 2026, all homes and businesses have access to at least 
one provider offering service of at least 100Mbps download 
and 20Mbps upload.

Minn. Stat. 237.012



All homes and businesses will have access to 
broadband service of at least:

- 25 Mbps download by 3 Mbps upload 
(Current FCC definition) by 2022

- 100 Mbps download by 20 Mbps upload 
by 2026

Numbers from November 2022

tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΧōǳǘ ƴƻǘ 
done yet

State Statutory 
Broadband Goals:

Å 198,000households without 
access to 25/3 (2022 goal)

Å 291,000without access to 
100/20 (2026 goal)







Broadband Programs

ÅBorder-to-Border Broadband Infrastructure Grant Program (premier program);

ÅLower Population Density Pilot Program (within Border-to-Border program 
framework);

ÅLine Extension Program;

ÅDigital Equity;

ÅTelecommuter Forward certification; and

ÅOther federal programs.

mn.gov/deed 8



MN Border to Border Broadband Development Grant

ÅGrant purpose: To provide financial assistance for the 
acquisition and installation of middle-mile and last-mile 
broadband infrastructureto areas of the state that do not have 
wireline access at federal and state minimum standard speeds.

ÅAllowable costs:Examples of allowable costs include: final 
project design; obtaining construction permits; purchase and/or 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ άƳƛŘŘƭŜ 
ƳƛƭŜέ ŀƴŘ άƭŀǎǘ ƳƛƭŜέ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΤ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ 
of the equipment used to provide broadband service.



Border-to-Border Broadband Development GrantOverview

ÅAnnual general fund appropriations in 6 out of 8 years.

ÅDistributed in a single competitive grant round each FY funding 
received.

ÅTechnology must be scalable to at least 100Mbps Up/Down.

ÅCap of $5M per grant award.

ÅAt least 1 to 1 match (50% of eligible expenses) required (More points 
awarded for higher match).

ÅGrant awards are to be geographically dispersed.

ÅSpeeds offered must achieve 25/3, most offer 100/20 or 1G.



Border-to-Border Grant Program 2022

Border to Border Broadband Grant Program 2022 Updates

ÅAward announcements Dec. 8, 2022

ÅJust under $100 million in grant funding for 61 projects--$25M in state general 
revenue funding (FY23) and $70M in ARPA CPF funding administered by the U.S. 
Dept. of Treasury.

ÅProjects in 48 counties.

Å130 applications received during Summer 2022 application window.

Å75 challenges submitted on 64 projects.

Å44 not recommended for funding due to part or total credible challenge.

mn.gov/deed 11



MN Border-to-Border 
Broadband Incentive Grants



2022 MN Border-to-Border 
Broadband Incentive Grants

2020 2022 All 7 Years
Funding $20.6M $99,592,711 $225,792,711M

Applications
Received

64 130 490

Awards:
Awards 

Made
39 61 240

Households
Served

5180 24,482 72,912

Businesses
Served

1708 3,552 11,929

Institutions
Served

34 137 531

Projects:
Matching

Investments
$33.7M $152.3M $332.5M

Completed -- -- 145


